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An Interpretation of Chaucer’s speaking animals
in the Parliament of Fowls

Simona Alias (PhD Student at Trento University, Italy)

The origin of the tradition of personified and speaking animals is as old as
storytelling and literature itself. We have knowledge of tales having as speaking
protagonists animals in ancient Indian literature, such as can be seen in the
Pancatantra and in the early Buddhist tradition. In the Classical world we have Aesop’s
fables and the tradition that descended from it, flourishing during the Middle Ages both
in such works as the Roman de Renart and in exempla and bestiaries, where animals
are given also human physical characteristics. But the anthropomorphization of
animals is a common feature of many different cultures. The process is certainly well
known in the East: the aforementioned Indian tradition is rich and abundant, but
Chinese folklore as well displays a long tradition of speaking animals, as does the
Japanese lore partly as a result of the influence of Chinese culture.

I will present a comparison between the characteristics of the personified animals in
Chaucer’s Parliament of Fowls and the features of animal personification in the
Japanese literary tradition. This comparative study aims at investigating similarities
and differences in technique and function between two distant worlds in the use and
realization of this successful method of literary representation. The focus will be on the
English poem, but I will provide examples from Japanese literature to be compared with
the Middle English work. The approach will be comparatistic, but also eco-critical,
focusing on the representation of nature and the relation between nature and man that
emerges from the two modes of personifying animals, the Western (Middle English) and

the Eastern (Japanese).
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“The Fair Unknown” & “the Poor Well-known”
— Malory (21} % Gareth & Balin —
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Andrew Lynch iZ Malory (28459 5B+ Balin DM 217 - 7B, DA HINARED
FThHHEm U, RLWEENORLIX, HexmERFLERIUCE I BEVELIZE D
AT, JFAHD AN P OEBED LR E SNDEEZXTDTH D,

fth )7 T, B CALYRZRMAE % 2 L7 Gareth ®'§[®iE, Balin OWiE & BLERTZR %L 2 7R
LTCW5, & Lyonesse Z R IZmh 9 & b, Gareth [ZIERZANIT, =HiEEiiniz
Hf % “to preve my frendys” & &I 5,

UL, ZORAIZEISKD LIZ EIEFVEEV, Beaumayns E4 Y | Al %28
L TW\7z Gareth (Zxf L T, Launcelot & Gawain (372 o7 & & 53, HiE O i,ﬂj
BRITWEEEBEESND — AT, REOGEITMOER ST WD 6 SRT1Z LR~ b
N5, M L HIZ Beaumayns O IEKZ L2 oIl b DL T TH 5,

F72. BROEPICEE L OfEE S L7z Gareth [X, “I am a jantyllman borne, and of
more hyghe lynage than thou” &%V Z/x9, AL WVWOMNAGABIZRAS E LTS

HIZH.% T, Gareth O¥iElE, WL ORI BN EFNIC L > TELASR TN D
MEFRNTNDDTHD,

YERTZETHLOFIENERE S & LIz Gareth & | SLIRZRA Rl 700D 2 12HT)
2D L Balin (3, WERLEBLRRE LMD, ROWB Lozl > L L
Gareth |%, J.& Y $ 5> Tz Launcelot 128 4, EEHZ H 5 O4 Z [k L 72 Balin
1L, BT O Balan E R LdH H Z LT oT,

ApFIT, [4H1 ORIl S ANOB 7= b okt ziE L C, Malory (28175
fraternity & kinship ORJEZEZLETHHDTH D,
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“the lawe of kynde” & “ex puris naturalibus”

BE #£F (KKRKEBRXZFHR)

TheAF AL V&) (Troilus and Criseyde: Book III) @ “So wolde God, that
auctour is of Kynde” (ITI, 1765) 122\ Ti%, 1) “So would to God, who is the creator of
Kynde.” &% \ME, 2) “So would to God, the creator is born of Kynde.” @ i@ ¥ DR
MTEDLEAD, 1) © God F=2X¥ - XU X MFOMKOAIEMTHY . 2) 1L Kynde
WCHKT D8, T20bBERICAET 2/ TH D,

2) EEZXTGAE. [haaTxbt s Ly #] @ “the lawe of kynde” 23, C. S. Lewis @
=9 X912, Fa—¥—@ “an absolute moral standard” (Studies in Words, p.61) <°
“ethical ablolute” (G. W. Dunleavy, 1983) T& 5 &1IHE xI12< v, T2 L5 “The lawe of
kynde” (X THROAMN ] ZBHRLTHEY ., Fa—H—TREZEDHE 5 BICH VT, BEL
TROLHX IV UYICALOND &) RBRFHOMFUIZBWT, AHNFU X FERYR AR
Z BT DA 72 RIS > THET D Z EDRAEZRESI ELTWDH EEbNnS, b
HATALRTT T AFFY X FHOHERANLEGIEAENTITNDA, KR e AT A
MENFE LSO T, AFNRBLICEOEARDOEE NS | (“ex puris naturalibus”)
BONDERHEEDOREITHD, baAT7RAEFXY VYEKR, Thbb RO [ KR
DIEFENRIEZEB L TWD, Fa—P—0HEOENIT, BRZEET HHEG0RE T LV E
<2 eTIERLS, AEEOHLELVF Y Uy EREZHIC Z EIChoTo bl b,



Fa—Y—L Tz VFADERE
— TEEEBEADE] LT VoA BBl 29010 —

B EH (SLBORFHER)

Fa—H—e AU FFA, ZAD [EGE] WL THE] ~DIZ7Z0b0 2, 4
HOEHOFTED LI fEREZ LD L, SHITIFENDBEDORDOECFORE L &
DEIZEDY, EOLIREREVEL DI LIRS0, ~ADOFFANZHEL T
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b, SHOIIFRBLEXHADOLLD L THA S, TUE, BOICXT AR EHEY 2077

72 SR Th D, BB, T L THEICE AU RARFEEZL2Z ENAE
B EBBE ST LEATHY, 770 ULEB L, A XY AOBAN AWML ST D720

WZIEEE OB AL SR & L2 AER e AN LB Th - 72,

14 A DRFEL WD FEE/ I FICEEES LM (vulgar) /RER/ %O % BE S
HTEMNS, T SUFEOHERET S Z L a2, TTICZO ANOFENTEME L TV
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The Destruction of Troy: A Critical Edition
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e U RFRERE X —Dara—F R T e Y=y PO—BLE LT, PR
FBEEERFO T TR L EVMES TH 5 The Destruction of Troy 80 Hf1-, 2 a—4%
VAL OREFBEE L LT, ME—DTIARTH 2 EETS MG TE 27 7 X Find 5 )ik
RYT D7D, BRETIERDKE 1T > T2, ZOREE. EETS fRA 02 0 #8727 7 2
FNCHDLZENHB LI, OEDYH MED %, Z® EETS RICESWTHISCZ 5 LT
WBHDT, ERZ2T T —IZOWTIL English Studies 76 L7 ETRAFE LT,

%5 2 Bef5 & L T Diplomatic Edition Z {E#3 % 72 DI BEARZ sk L TV % Glasgow
RFHEFICEZBERDN T —« AT7AA FEAFRL TV, TNET VL - A A —
L, IEFAE L7 _X—=2 X2 D L O I AAATE, ZOpiRkiZ, SEENET (The
Society for Early English and Norse Electronic Texts) (2 &> T, I ¥ U RKFEHK
Ja &k v CD T 2002 I HR S 7z,

% 3 Bxff & L T Critical Edition OFfREEZ & 0 oz, [FRFICT 7 A hDar a—
& 2L H 1TV 2D, Annotation, Glossary Z#{E L TV o7z,

PLENT 7 A MmEEOHIKE TH 51, T ORIZFE— O -5 < Troy Legend T
& % Lydgate’s Troy Book¥3 J. ) The Laud Troy Book ® =1 22— % Z{t $, {7\, The
Destruction of Troy & DHHEAZFIM LTz, FrICBEE 72> TWDH 2 &%, Thvb =1F
mOFERTH D, UV RFA OERIZ, 1412 FICHIRR (BIR) Z4AD. 1420 FI25ERK
LTV ZENRPIRINTND DT, ZOMFEMZ BRI L Tlo /AT 2 &,
o DRBRERIEERR D00 LNBRNEBZ X T WSO OHEE Z3RE L TR L T
T, T ORI ERE LTI Le o 7o, % OEE LT -T2,



