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Special Lecture

by
Hyonjin Kim

(Associate Professor, Seoul National University)

Subject :

The Sword in the Middle:

The Iconography of Courtly Love in the Arthurian Romance

Presided by
Yoshiyuki Nakao

(Professor, University of Hiroshima)

Abstract

The iconography of two lovers embracing each other in an unnatural yet highly symbolic
fashion recurs in the medieval French Arthurian romances—especially those in which the
idea of courtly love is preserved in its purest form. There is a striking resemblance between
the arrangement of Tristan and Iseut’s sleeping bodies in Béroul’s Tristan and the picture of a
knight and a lady painted on the split shield sent by the Lady of the Lake in the Prose
Lancelot, which are reproduced, again with an uncanny resemblance, by the famous
illustration of Lancelot and Guinevere kissing each other in an early-fourteenth-century
manuscript of the Prose Lancelot (Pierpont Morgan Library ms. m.80s, fol. 67r). This
iconography, I will argue, marvelously sums up the modus operandi of medieval courtly love

at its best, which still remains elusive after a century and a half of academic wild goose chase.
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