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2. Relative placement of the name and the title king in apposition: Its possible pathways of change
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The present paper explains how preferred appositive constructions consisting of a name and a
title have shifted from the types represented by Alfred King, the King Alfred, and Alfred the King in
Old English to almost exclusively the type represented by King Alfred in Present-Day English
through a comparative analysis of the patterns employed in the two extant versions of Lazamon’s
Brut, an Early Middle English metrical chronicle localized in the Southwest Midlands region. This

shift appears to have involved not only apposition but also compounding and predication.
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