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“In a swoghe silence”: The Spiral of Silence, Noise, and
Sound Effects in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

Jordi Sanchez-Marti (University of Alicante)

The Christmas celebrations at Camelot produce sounds that are easily
recognizable in the context of the court: ‘Such glaum and gle glorious to here,
/ Dere dyn upon day, daunsyng on nightes’ (Il. 46-47). More specifically,
when the first course is served on New Year’'s Day, it is announced ‘with
crakkyng of trumpes’ (l. 116) and other kinds of musical accompaniment.
These sounds are part of the conventions and protocols used at the court
to create a sense of order, endowing courtly activities with solemnity. But
they also perform a social function, namely to convey a sense of stability
and safety that were guaranteed by King Arthur and his knights. The
unexpected arrival of the Green Knight is meant to destabilize the court
and challenge the status quo. Not surprisingly his coming is signalled by
‘An other noyse’ (l. 132), one that initially seems extraneous and alien to the
court. The Green Knight's appearance and speech make a dramatic impact
upon all those present and a sudden silence falls over the room. This talk
will explore how the Gawain-poet exploited sound effects and their absence—
i.e, silence in its various meanings—as structural elements in the narrative

design of the romance.
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4. Material Aurality: Text, Image, and Stone in Early
Medieval England

Britton Brooks (HITK%:)

The recovery of sensory experience of any moment chronologically,
culturally, and linguistically separated from the present is necessarily an
imaginative act. As Mark M. Smith notes, the ‘senses are historical’ and are
‘not universal but, rather, a product of place and, especially, time’. Even
when such experiences are inscribed in text and image, the context of the
initial encounter with the sensory event, as well as both the subsequent
encoding of that information into material signification and the context of
the original audience for that cultural production are, to a great degree,
irrecoverable. What can be achieved, however, is an interrogation of how
early medieval peoples chose to represent sonic events in their cultural
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productions. This paper will explore the representation of sonic events in
early English material culture, with particular focus on manuscript and
stonework, in connection with literary texts. I will argue that early medieval
images, whether inked onto parchment or inscribed on stone cross, were
intended to evoke aural as well as visual sensory engagement. This study
will reveal the depth of early English interactions with, and representations
of, their aural lives.
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